and his mind is in a turmoil of indecision. But I find
no mention of such a turmoil in your Autobiography,
although I wanted it and looked for it. You were prepared
to eat meat, if it could help you to drive the British
out of Bharat. From there to ahimsa is a long step in-
deed! How did you make the transition from one pole
to the other? I want to know. But you have not written
about that at all, anywhere."

Bapu answered: "It is my nature to stick to one
path. I have felt no such turmoil as you speak of. In
every circumstance of life I first think out my duty, and
then go ahead. That is my way.5*

So, I asked again: "When did you first begin to
feel that you were something out of the ordinary? That
you were a man with a definite mission? When you
were a schoolboy in the high school, did you feel that
you were not like the other boys?"

Bapu did not pay full attention to my question.
All he said was: "Well, it is a fact that I always found
myself in the role of a leader to the boys of my class."

And then someone came, and this most important
question was dropped there, never to be taken up again.
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